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*** THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT *** 
Parents should call the school by 8:30am 

when their child is going to be 
absent or late. 

STUDENT ABSENCE LINE 

781.861.2510; press 6; press 1 

 

 
  

CAFETERIA INFORMATION 

Lunch:  Cost $3.25 

Milk only:  Cost $0.75 

 

WE CARE - REMEMBERING ADI 

Sadly, it has almost been one year since we lost our dear 

friend and Kindergartener, Adi Mandel.  Since Carmen 

and Omri Mandel are important members of the Bridge School 

Community, we'd like to let them know that we care and think of 

them and Adi often.  Parents and teachers are invited to sign a 

"thinking of you" card through Thursday, November 19th.  The 

card will be in the main office with Mrs. Cavatorta.  Any questions, 

please contact Sue Kingsbury (susanbuckley4@verizon.net) or 

Stephanie Mitzenmacher (stephanie.mitz@gmail.com). 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

Date / Time Event Information 

 Tue, Nov 17 

 Tue, Nov 24 

Wilson Farms pie order form due 

Pie orders ready for pick up 

Accepting last minute orders!! 

See below for pick up info. 

 Thu, Nov 19 We Care – Last day to sign card 

for the Mandels 

Stop by and sign the card!  See below 

for more info. 

 Thu, Nov 19 

5:00-8:00pm 

Hastings Holiday Marketplace  & 

Auction 

Shop locally!  Details on page 2. 

 Thu, Nov 19 

6:00-7:30pm 

Open Circle Fair Get to the heart of learning! 

 Wed, Nov 25 

 Thu, Nov 26 -  

Fri, Nov 27 

Early Dismissal (12:15pm) 

Holiday – No School 

Thanksgiving Break 

 Wed, Dec 2 

3:00-8:00pm 

H1N1 Vaccine Clinic Ward off the flu!  More on page 2. 

 

 Fri, Nov 13 

 Fri, Dec 4 

 Fri, Dec 11 

Community Service – Gift Drive 

 Sign-Up 

 Gift Drop-Off 

 Gift Wrapping Party 

Brighten the holidays for those less 

fortunate! 

 Mon, Dec 7 - 

Fri, Dec 11 

Book Fair More info to come! 

 Wed, Dec 9 

8:30-9:45am 

Morning Coffee with Dr. Reitman Learn how to read our report cards!  

See Principal's letter for details. 

 Thu, Dec 24 –  

Fri, Jan 1 

No School Holiday Break! 

 

 

WILSON FARM PIE FUNDRAISER! 

Don‟t miss out on yummy pie.  There's still time 

to put in a last minute order!  Forms are on the 

PTA table. 

Remember to pick up your pies after school on 

Tuesday, November 24th at the side entrance by the 

gym.  We still need volunteers to hand out pies.  Please 

email Jane at mail@janechang.com. 

http://bridge.lexingtonma.org/
mailto:susanbuckley4@verizon.net
mailto:stephanie.mitz@gmail.com
mailto:mail@janechang.com
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Dear Bridge Parents and Guardians –  

The end of the first trimester will be soon upon us.  The marking term closes on November 25th.  Teachers have ten days to compile 

their assessments and fill out the forms.  Every teacher who works with your child sees the report and adds to it either in consultation 

with the classroom teacher (as in reading and math support teachers) or separately (as in art, music, and P.E.).  The actual report cards 

will go home by backpack on December 11th. 

The report cards in Lexington have not been revised in quite some time.  While the philosophy of assessment has been changing, it isn‟t 

reflected in most areas of the report cards.  Currently, there are three elementary report cards, one for kindergarten alone, one for 

grades 1 and 2, and one for grades 3-5.  Each report card looks very different and even goes by different names:  Kindergarten 

Assessment, Grades 1 and 2 Report Card, and Grades 3-5 Pupil Progress Report!  The assessment ratings differ as well.  The 3-5 report 

rates students from low satisfactory to excellent.  This scale probably most closely correlates to the outdated letter grade scale 

familiar to most parents.  It has become difficult for our teachers to use since we continue to move away from grading by the 

percentage of what a student has learned on tests and quizzes over a period of time to one of identifying the levels at which a student 

has mastered the standards.  The report card for grades 1 and 2 comes closer to the latter.  On this report, some of the more 

important learning standards are identified in each subject area and teachers must make a judgment according to a developmental 

scale ranging from dependent to independent:  1. Exhibits difficulty/Needs support; 2. Beginning to grasp the concepts; 3. Generally 

meets expectations; 4. Consistently meets expectations; and 5. Exceeds expectations/Outstanding performance.  This scale is not 

meant to reflect percentages or correlate to letter grades but rather reports on whether the student has met the standard.  Only 

students who require instruction beyond their grade level expectations would achieve a „5‟ using this scale.  The kindergarten 

assessment is similar to the grade 1 and 2 report card in that it also identifies important learning standards and uses a similar rating 

scale.  In this case, based upon the students‟ most recent work, teachers use the developmental scale:  1. Needs Support; 2. Beginning; 

3. Generally; and 4. Consistently. 

A Report Card Committee has been formed this year to begin the process of developing a consistent reporting procedure K-5 based 

upon the current Lexington learning standards and a way to accurately report where the child is in mastering the standards.  The 

committee is hoping to begin piloting a draft sometime next year.  Meanwhile, come learn more about reporting student progress past 

and present and the direction the District is moving at a Principal’s Coffee on Wednesday, December 9th, 8:30-9:45am, in the 

library. 

Until next week, 

Dr. Jade Reitman 
Principal 

From the Desk of the Principal 

SPIRITWEAR/GEAR HAS ARRIVED! 

Thank you to all who purchased Bridge spiritwear/gear. 

The items will be distributed to children in their 

classrooms on Wednesday, November 18th.  Parents 

who indicated that they would like to pick up their 

orders may do so on Thursday morning from 8:30-

9:00am across from the Lost and Found. 

If you have any questions please contact Richa Jain at 

richa94@gmail.com or Monica Cantwell at 
rmcantwell@verizon.net.  Thank you! 

 

HASTINGS HOLIDAY MARKETPLACE & AUCTION 

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 19th – 5:00-8:00pm 

Shop local this year at the Hastings Holiday 

Marketplace & Auction.  With more than 50 

vendors offering handcrafted jewelry, gourmet  

edibles and unique gifts, you'll find something for everyone on 

your list.  Our silent auction will feature more than 100 items, and 

everyone who attends will be eligible for a chance to win a $100 

gift certificate to Palio's Italian Grill.  This popular event will be 

held Thursday, November 19th from 5-8 pm at Hastings 

Elementary School, 7 Crosby Road in Lexington.  Proceeds go to 

the Hastings PTA. 

 

H1N1 VACCINE CLINIC 

Wednesday, December 2nd, 3-8pm 

On December 2nd, the Town of 

Lexington Health Department will hold 

an H1N1 vaccine clinic at Lexington High School 

from 3-8pm.  The clinic is being held for 

students under the age of 24 and at-risk adults.  

Parents must be present for the Family Clinic.  

Please go to the LPS Health and Safety website, 

http://lps.lexingtonma.org/health.html, for more 

information. 

 

JOKE OF THE WEEK 

 Why did the police arrest the 
turkey? 

 They suspected it of foul play!  

mailto:richa94@gmail.com
mailto:rmcantwell@verizon.net
http://lps.lexingtonma.org/health.html
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KEEPING HEALTHY…IT'S IN OUR HANDS 

Taking the following actions can significantly reduce illness 

transmission. 

Please talk to your children and remind them of the following: 

 Wash your hands:  Frequent hand washing with soap, warm 

water, and disposable paper towels is best.  Children should 

wash their hands before entering their classroom, before 

snack time, and before lunch. 

 Cover your mouth when you cough or sneeze.  Cough or sneeze 

into a tissue or the inside of your elbow.  Throw tissues away 

and wash your hands.  Staying home when sick also helps to 

keep the illness from spreading. 

 Don‟t touch your eyes, nose or mouth.  This decreases the 

chance that you will get germs into your body, or that you will 

pass germs to others. 

 Clean surfaces that are touched often.  Clean things that are 

touched often, such as door or refrigerator handles; 

computer key boards/mouse phones and water faucets. 

 

NATIONAL PTA REFLECTIONS PROGRAM 

DEADLINE:  MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2010 

REFLECTIONS” is Upon Us!  This national PTA program enhances 

quality arts education for grades K-12.  Children can submit their 

own artwork in any of the following categories: 

¶ Photography  

¶ Visual Arts  

¶ Literature  

¶ Musical Composition  

¶ Dance Choreography  

¶ Film/Video Production 

Be creative!  Submissions are encouraged in all categories.  This 

year‟s theme is “Beauty Is ….”   The deadline for submitting 

artwork to Bridge School is January 4, 2010.  Stay tuned for 

details, or find out more on the web at:  

http://www.masspta.org/programs/reflections-program.html. 

Bruce Rubenstein: bdr@bdr-law.com 

Jenny Yao: jyao04@yahoo.com 

May Zhuang: mayzhuang@aol.com 
Usha Tummala: ushatummala@yahoo.com 

 

 

BRIDGE TO HOME INFO 

 Articles must be approved by Dr. 

Reitman or be from authorized 

Bridge and/or PTA sources 

 Next Deadline: 

Friday, Nov 20th, 12 noon 

 Submit by email to Edi Chan at 

echan.b2h@gmail.com 

 

 

THE BOOK FAIR IS COMING! 

December 7-11 

Please visit the Bridge School Book Fair 

webpage for more information, and watch 

backpacks for schedules and book fair fliers.  

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cp

toolkit/publish/bridgelibrary 

. 

 

 

 

BRIDGE SCHOOL TEAMS SHINE AT LEF TRIVIA BEE 

Bridge sent five teams to the Lexington Education Foundation 

Trivia Bee on Thursday, November 5th, all with an impressive 

arsenal of trivial knowledge.  This year, however, was not meant 

to “bee‟ for a Bridge championship.  The Bee was won by the Klee-

Bees who knew the answer to "In what year did the original Apple 

II computer appear?"  Answer:  1977. 

The LEF Trivia Bee raises about $16,000 annually to support grant programs for 

the Lexington Public Schools.  Many thanks to the brilliant Bridge Teams: 

 Oh-Bee-Have:  Susan Arena, David Lambert, Pam Michael 

 Bee Gees:  Cate Campbell, Dan Garland, Michael Plamondon 

 Bridge Bad Girls:  Sharon Kingsbury, Zelda Rubenstein, Betty Yee 

 Bridge Bad Boys:  Chris Cavatorta, Todd Nichols, David Pittman 

 Don‟t Worry Bee Happy:  Meg Colella, Heather LaBranche, Jade Reitman 

 

r.a.d. KIDS (ages 7-10) 

A PERSONAL SAFETY PROGRAM FOR CHILDREN 

In-Defense, of Arlington, MA, is offering 

their r.a.d. KIDS safety program for 

children aged 7-10.  This comprehensive  

children's safety program covers home safety, school 

safety, out-and-about safety, vehicle safety, stranger 

tricks, personal safety and defense against abduction.  

Children are empowered by learning through instruction, 

role-playing and by practicing physical skills.  Classes are 

open to anyone aged 7-10 who wishes to attend. 

Classes run for four Saturdays (March 6, 13, 20, and 27) 

from 2:00-5:00pm.  Classes will be held at the Fox Library in 

Arlington.  Cost $175/child ($170 enrollment + $5 room fee); 

fees are reduced for a second or third child in the same 

family.  Forms and manuals are distributed prior to class by 

e-mail as PDF files.  Parent information handouts and family 

homework will also be distributed weekly by e-mail as PDF 

handouts.  There is an additional fee for hard copies. 

For more information and to sign up, contact Shannon Amsler 

(617.549.3272 or Amsler1@comcast.net) or Cheryl at In-

Defense (781.643.7353 or cheryl@indefenseboston.org).  

Checks may be made payable to “In-Defense” and mailed 

directly to:  In-Defense, P.O. Box 189, Arlington, MA  02474 

***Note: Class is limited to 20 students and is on a first 
come first serve basis. 

 

http://www.masspta.org/programs/reflections-program.html
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