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MARK YOUR CALENDARI!

6:30pm-12:00am

Education" Fundraiser

Date / Time Event Information
U Wed, Mar 17 Early Dismissal (12:15pm) Parent-Teacher Conferences
Wed, Mar 24
U Fri, Mar 19 Bridge School Annual Celebrate the cultural diversity of
5:30-8:30pm International Festival Bridge School! Details on page 3.
U Mon, Mar 22 Community Service 0 Fruit Drive | Brighten the day for those less
fortunate! Details on page 3.
U Tue, Mar 23- MCAS Testing Make sure your kids have a good
Fri, Mar 26 breakfast! Schedule below.
¥ Thu, Mar 25 Last day to earn Stop&Shop A+ Please stop & shop to earn cash for
Bonus Bucks Bridge! Find out more on page 4.
¥] Fri, Mar 26 Fifth Grade Play: 7he Merchant | Come see our budding thespians!
7:00pm of Venice Details on page 4.
¥] Sat, Mar 27 Earth Hour Help fight global warming!
8:30-9:30pm
¥] Sat, Mar 27 LEF "A Celebration for Enjoy a night out while raising funds

to support our outstanding public
school system! See page 5 for more.

U Mon, Mar 29- MCAS Testing Healthy bodies = healthy minds!
Thu, Apr1 Schedule below.

U Wed, Mar 31 Bridge Anti-Bias Committee Help make the Bridge community
8:00-9:00am Meeting even better. More on page 3.

U Fri, Apr 2 Holiday & No School Good Friday

U wed, Apr 7 2" and 3™ Grade-hosted PTA Show your appreciation for the

Teacher Appreciation Breakfast | Bridge staff! Read more on page 5.

U Fri, Apr 9 Spring Fling Social 2010 Tickets are on sale! Order form on

6:30-8:30pm page 6.

_@ | JOKE OF THE WEEK
‘@S x What do you call a fake stone '
%\/ in Ireland? :

' x A sham-rock! :

*** THIS IS VERY IMPORTANT ***
Parents should call the school by 8:30am
when their child is going to be
absent or late.

C ppen
{7/ STUDENT ABSENCE LINE "
| 781.861.2510; press 6; press 1 |

MCAS TESTING SCHEDULE
Tue, Mar 23 Grade 4 Long Composition
Wed, Mar 24 Grade 3 ELA
Thu, Mar 25 Grade 3 ELA
Fri, Mar 26 Grade 4 ELA
Mon, Mar 29 Make-up
Tue, Mar 30 Make-up
Wed, Mar 31 Grade 4 ELA J
Thu, Apr 1 Make-up
-
C ) Mon, Apr 5 Grade 5 ELA
*}0" .]:fl Tue, Apr 6 Grade 5 ELA
€0K6£ 5 Wed, Apr 7 Grade 4 Long Composition
Make-up
Thu, Apr 8 Make-up
Fri, Apr 9 Make-up
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From the Desk of the Principi

Dear Bridge Parents and Guardians &

In my letter last week, | talked about the thoughts of the Site Council in the area of enrichment. Thi s weekds | etter
communication, another area of interest for the Council. If one looks at the lines of communication that are already in place, it would
seem there coul dhétebs awhpt mweealready use:

New Family Welcome Bag

September Orientation Packet

Elementary Handbook

Insiderds Guide to Bridge School

On-Line Bridge to Home

List Serve Announcements

Bridge School Web Site

On-line Teacher Newsletters & Web Sites

Email, Telephone, Snail Mail, Backpack Express

Parent/Teacher Conferences

Report Cards

Face-to-Face Meetings by Appointment
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Our thoughts around general communication are that we should look to develop a communication map so that parents know where to
look for the information they need.

One specific area we discussed was communication around health issues. Parents had questioned why parents are asked to call in with
specific details regarding student absences and why the information does not seem to find its way back to parents in terms of alerts.
Bridge School Nurse Diane Celi and Nurse Coordinator Jill Gasperini attended the meeting to answer these questions. We ask you to
call in:

T For safety reasons. If your child is not in school and we have not heard from you, we would want to work with you to locate

him or her;
1 So that the nurse can be aware of trends;
f And, so that in a major situation, the nurse can track cases on a spreadsheet and feed the information to the town and state.

The school nurses notify parents when there is even only one case of chicken pox or pertussis, if the student was in school when
contagious. Otherwise, they send out information on how to avoid other scourges (!) making the rounds such as the common cold,
seasonal flu, and lice. The school nurses will be increasing their communication via an LPS website link for next year that will be linked
to the Bridge School web site, as well.

Until next week,

Dr. Jade Reitman
Principal
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PTA NEWS
WE WANT YOU!

=

As the Bridge PTA Board looks toward next year, we would like to work on a new way to get more Bridge parents involved. In the past,
Board positions (Vice President, Secretary, Co-Presidents) were filled by somewhat informal ways. Current board members would think
of committee chairs that they had worked with or perhaps someone that they got to know through their children and would ask them to
consider being on the PTA Board. While this method has worked in the past, we would like to create a new process that would potentially
discover more people that might be interested in getting involved with the PTA.

To this end, we need your help! We are looking for a few people to be part of a nominating committee that would help identify parents
who might be interested in either a committee chair position or to serve on the Bridge PTA Executive Board.

Being part of the Bridge PTA is a very rewarding experience. If you could spare some time to help with this process, we would very much
appreciate it! Please send an email to: bridgepta@gmail.com if you are interested in learning more about the nominating committee or how
you can get involved. We are in urgent need of a treasurer for next year!

Mary Ellen Alessandro & Liz O"Neil
Co-Presidents, Bridge PTA
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BRIDGE SCHOOL INTERNATIONAL FESTIVAL /{@\ I

; th B.20_R: YN
Friday, March 19™, 5:30-8:30pm (G} Jjﬁr\;\\
Are you ready? There are just two days until the ;i\qh\t(/
International Festival! D P

&
Come take a whirlwind trip to Algeria, Ireland, Mexico and many
more all in the Bridge cafeteria. Try your hand at Korean games
in the gym. Finally, enjoy global entertainment including Greek
and Russian singing and Bollywood dancing.

U Hall monitors needed for the night of the event

We need your support! Volunteer for a 45-minute shift as a
hall monitor. This is a great way to get involved with a
relatively modest time commitment. Please contact Cary

Morse at troop.morse@verizon.net.

Admission

Come in some kind of ethnic costume and get free admission
to the festival! Otherwise admission is $1 per person.
Proceeds will be donated to the Partners efforts in Haiti.

Pizza
The Eco-Bridge committee will sell pizza at the festival for
$2.00 a slice.

Not a drop off event
Please note that all elementary and middle school students
who attend the festival must be accompanied by an adult.

(@)

Next meeting of the International Festival Committee
Friday, March 12" 12:15 pm, 32 Middle Street. New
members always welcome!

Questions? Contact Cary Morse at troop.morse@verizon.net.

BRIDGE ANTI-BIAS COMMITTEE
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BRIDGE SCHOOL'S FRUIT DRIVE
Fruit for the hungry!

On March 22™ the Community Service Committee
wer will cook and serve dinner to the hungry at the
Bristol Lodge in Waltham, a soup kitchen that serves around 80
men and women each evening. In addition to serving a casserole
meal, salad, rolls and dessert, we would like to also provide fruit
for the men and women to take with them after the meal. In
the past, we have provided quick breads (e.g. banana bread) to
distribute to the patrons of Bristol Lodge after the meal. This
was a success, but last year we noticed that the fruit (apples,
oranges and bananas) were always the first to run out. This
year, the Community Service Committee has decided to provide
fresh fruit instead of breads. We need YOUR help! Please
consider picking up a bag of oranges or a box of clementines on
your next trip to the grocery store. We hope to collect enough
fresh produce (oranges) in the few days before we serve the
meal so that all the patrons can leave with a few pieces of fruit.

Please place any orange donations in the crate on the front steps
22 Fairbanks Road on Sundaym March 21°* or before 3:30pm on
Monday, March 22™. Please email Joy McCallum at
jmccallum@rcn.com if you have any questions.
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BRIDGE TO HOME INFO
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U Articles must be approved by Dr.
Reitman or be from authorized
Bridge and/or PTA sources

0 Next Deadline:
Friday, Mar 19™, 12 noon

U Submit by email to Edi Chan at
echan.b2h@gmail.com

Bridge is a school of wonderful diversity. At Bridge we try to not only celebrate this diversity but
also to understand and respect it. Whether we are talking about racial, linguistic, religious,
educational or family factors, we want to include everyone. Overcoming cultural bias and patterns
takes work and needs to be an ongoing process. We used to have a very active Diversity Committee
here at Bridge; however, it was superceded by a town-wide committee. That committee did good

curriculum work for the system, but now we are feeling the lack of an active committee dedicated to the Bridge

Community.

Therefore we are convening a Bridge Anti-Bias Committee and we invite all parents and staff to join us. Our first
meeting will be on Wednesday, March 31°* from 8am to 9am in the conference room. If you cannot attend that meeting,
but would like to be part of the committee, please email Lucia Gates, Guidance Counselor at

lgates@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us.

Not everyone has the time to join a committee but still would like to have input into the process. Once the committee is

formed we wild. di scuss

wa y dn theomeantirhej ptedsé seradwair thooghts énsl idéas t® ausia.

Bridge is a wonderful school community but it takes constant work and improvement to keep our community open and

safe for all.



mailto:troop.morse@verizon.net
mailto:troop.morse@verizon.net
mailto:jmccallum@rcn.com
mailto:echan.b2h@gmail.com
mailto:lgates@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us

1
StopgShop- ;
Dear Parents: .
Please join a new program that benefits our school. Through I
. March 25, 2010, Bridge School will have the opportunity to earn |
cash through the Stop&Shop A+ Bonus Bucks Program. at 6i
* simple way to contribute to our school while doing your routine

. shopping! I
= All you have to do is: 1

Log on to www.stopandshop.com/aplus to

register your Stop&Shop card online 1
OR 1
Dial 1-877-275-2758 to register your card 1

over the phone
Use our school ID # 07624.

After you register your card, each shopping trip at Stop&Shop
using your Stop&Shop Card earns CASH for our school! Each
month, the amount of CASH awarded will be updated on the |
Stop&Shop website. You can track the amount of points you earn
* for our school by checking your grocery receipt and online when
. You create an account at www.stopandshop.com. Our school will |
receive a check at the end of the program. The money can be I
used for any of atiamalnesds.hool ds edu.

Remember, you must register your card NOW for our school to
receive credit. Attending to this simple process makes a HUGE 1
difference to our school. We need your support. I

Please be sure to register your card to benefit Bridge School |
using school ID # 07624. -
1
donot encourage-*

Al so, forget to

the same!

Thank you! From the Bridge School PTA

LOST & FOUND

The Lost & Found is quite full with winter clothing!

Beware: It is purged regularly and lost items are given
to charity, so please check often for your child's lost
belongings. While your chil dds
not a guarantee that they will be returned.

cl ot

The Lost & Found is located in the main hallway. Enter the
front door and keep walking straight until you see exit doors
leading out to the back of the school. Just before the doors
on the left wall, there are hooks and shelves with all the lost
and found.
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! BRIDGE KIDS BIG WINNERS IN REFLECTIONS

I for students grades K-12.

I This
| describes the artwork received this year! All

BRIDGE SCHOOL SHAKESPEARE PLAYERS PRESENT
"THE MERCHANT OF VENI CEGS

0Al'l that glisters |is

Come see and hear the original context of this
oft quoted idiom as the Bridge School
Shakespeare Players present:

0OTherdé&édant of Venicebo

dge School Shakespeare Players have a long tradition at

id are responsible for igniting within our students a keen

appreciation of the theatrical arts. Founded by 5" grade

Steaeherteslie R. Colby and supported by an all volunteer staff of

5" graders, past production members and parents, each spring the
group produces one of ShakheRagyasar
are responsible for all aspects of the production including stage
management, costume design and fabrication, set design and
construction, and publicity.

Written around 1596, William Shakespeare's The Merchant of
Venice is a highly entertaining tale packed with witty dialogue,
philosophizing and plenty of comic interludes. This abridged
version of the play has been adapted for children by noted
dramatist, Tom Stoppard, and has been performed by young people
throughout the world.

The performance of The Merchant of Venice will be held on:
Friday, March 26™ at 7:00pm
Bridge School Cafeteria

Admission is free

The hour-long performance is recommended for people 9 years old
and up.

Also open to the public is the full dress rehearsal which will take
place on Thursday, March 25th at the Bridge Cafeteria at 4:00pm.

0The playds the thing!

no

1 PROGRAM! |
I CONGRATULATIONS TO BRIDGE KIDS!! Bridge kids were I
ibig winners at this yeards stateg
- Program, a national program that promotes artwork education 1

year 0s0 B ceuwtey wahasseally

entrants are congratulated on their fine work.

This yeards state final
! U Justin Lin: 1% Place, Visual Arts (Primary) I
1 U Rachel Kuznetsov: 1° Place, Film (Intermediate)
. U Erik Zou: 2" Place, Visual Arts (Intermediate) 1
! U Eric Rubenstein: Honorable Mention, Visual Arts I
1 (Intermediate) -
1 Complete results can be viewed at I
http://masspta.org/news/2010-reflections-winners.html. 1
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KINDERGARTEN AND 157 GRADE HOSTED TEACHER-STAFF APPRECIATION BREAKFAST A GREAT SUCCESSII
The Bridge PTA Executive Committee wishes to acknowledge:

Alisa Cohen, Amy McGaraghan, Angela Chang, Ann Stowe, Anuradha Saxena, Brian Looney, Cathy Smith, Crystal
Kjelsberg, Eleni Pesiridis, Farhana Stevenson, Gerlinde Wassink, Hyejung Nam, Jean Andrews, Jeby Abraham, Jill
Demirjian, Julia Mabuchi, Justine Wirtanen, Kara Libby, Karen Martin, Kristi Keinholz, Kristina Puryear, Lea
Minghella, Martha Sevigny, Melissa Hughes, Michal Orgad, Sandra McGinnis, Susan Kingsbury, Thea Keith-Lucas,
Usha Tummala, Vidya Balachander, and Wendy Bertsekas,

! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
I Thank you for providing the delicious bagels, breads, cakes, coffee, frittata, fruit, juice, muffins, munchkins, quiche, smoothies, and 1
! supplies for the Teacher-Staff Appreciation Breakfast held on Wednesday, March 10'™. The teachers and staff were very appreciative |
I of your generosity and your responsiveness to this event made it a FUN and successful one. Thanks a bunch!!! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1
! 1

The schedule for the remaining two appreciation breakfasts are:
U Wednesday, April 7 2" and 3™ Grade hosted PTA breakfast
U Wednesday, May 5™ 4" and 5'" Grade hosted breakfast

PARENTS: Please e-mail PTA Coordinator, Sybil Martin at sybil.martin@gmail.com with any food/drink donations or questions. Drop
off donations in the Teacher's Lounge at 7:30am.

CAFETERIA INFORMATION @ A Celebration for Education

Lunch: Cost $3.25 \-?/ LEX]!:']S([}]E%]ON Saturday, March 27, 2010
ilk only: Cos . N 6:30pmdmidnight
MIkIth $075 ............ %ﬂ) FOUNDATION The WestiﬁCValth':agw -Boston

70 Third Avenue, Waltham

6:30-8:00pm & Reception with Silent Auction & LHS Jazz Band
8:00pmomidnight & Dinner & Dancing

Live Auction with Billy Costa

U Music by Bostonds premier class

LEXINGTON LITTLE LEAGUE
KINDERGARTEN, FIRST & SECOND GRADE GIRLS & BOYS
PLAY SOFTBALL / BASEBALL THIS SPRING!

~c~c~c~]
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Please join us for Lexington Education Foundati ond6s a
celebration and largest fundraiser. The LHS Jazz Combo will set
the mood swinging during the reception and silent auction. The
silent auction will feature items of all types and value. Dinner will
start at 8:00pm, and before dessert is served, local radio
personality Billy Costa will lead the live auction, encouraging a
spirited bidding battle. With the festivities underway and
excitement high, Bostond6s premier
will take the stage with a song list rooted in classic rock you can
dance to.

KINDERGARTEN & FIRST GRADE GIRLS:
SIGN UP FOR SOFTBALL T-BALL LEAGUE
Questions: Call Colleen Gustafson at 781.862.4682

SIGN UP FOR SOFTBALL FARM LEAGUE
Questions: Call Kathie Keagul at 781.862.1425
Show your School Spirit! The program book, distributed to every
guest at A Celebration for Education, will include a list of
supporters from each school. For $20 you can be School Supporter
and help bring fresh ideas, new technology and innovative
instruction in all of Lexington6s Publ i c School s.

KINDERGARTEN BOYS:
SIGN UP FOR BASEBALL T-BALL 6 LEAGUE
Questions: Call Shane Arnold at 781.274.9710

FIRST GRADE BOYS:
SIGN UP FOR BASEBALL T-BALL 7 LEAGUE

) For more information about A Celebration for Education, to
Questions: Call Shane Arnold at 781.274.9710

purchase tickets and/or a School Supporter listing, please visit the
LEF website http://www.lexedfoundation.org, or call 781.372.3288.
For incentive to dust of your dan
website http://www.frenchlickband.com or their most recent
performance on YouTube!

SECOND GRADE BOYS:
SIGN UP FOR BASEBALL FARM LEAGUE
Questions: Email Bruce G. at greenieee@yahoo.com

Opening Day Parade / Team Photos are Saturday, May 1.
Register online at:
https://secure.adminsports.net/lexingtonmalittieleague.

Founded in 1989, the Lexington Education Foundation is an
independent 501 (c)(3) charitable organization committed to
enhancing educational excellence. Since its inception, LEF has
awarded more than $2.9 million to Lexington educators through our
competitive grants program.

Lexington Little League is not affiliated with the Town of
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Lexington or the Lexington Public Schools. :
|



mailto:sybil.martin@gmail.com
mailto:greenieee@yahoo.com
https://secure.adminsports.net/lexingtonmalittleleague
http://www.lexedfoundation.org/
http://www.frenchlickband.com/

LIBRARY BOOKMARK CONTEST UPDATE
Exciting News!

Bridge School Bookmark contest to the statewide contest sponsored by MSLA (Massachusetts School Library
Association), and again this year Bridge School students were winners. The t heme of this WMegard
School Librarian Teaches It All.

|
|
Bridge Elementary School has some very artistic students. For the second year, we submitted the nine winners in the I
d

Elaine Wu, 5" grade, was chosen as the overall winner in Division 3. Her bookmark design was chosen by a
panel of notable authors and illustrators as the best design submitted by all 4*" through 6 graders in the
state. This was a tremendous honor for Elaine, and she is understandably proud of her work.

Third grader Erik Zou was again awarded an Honorable Mention for Division 2, covering grades 2-3. Er i k(8
design was one of two Honorable Mentions in his division statewide. Erik was honored with the same award
last year.

The MSLA awards ceremony was held at the State House on March 9" as part of Library Legislative Day.

Elaine and Erik received citations from Rep. Jay Kaufman of Lexington. Following the ceremony Rep. pictured with Mrs. Allen
Kaufman treated the group to a visit to the House Chamber. and Dr. Reitman
Attending the ceremony were EIl aine, Erik and their famili es,anEMrs. k 6

Allen, Library Teacher.

Our Bridge School local winners:
U Kindergarten 0 Grade 1: Brian Healy, Matt Healy, Maya Whitcomb
U Grade 2 0 Grade 3: Shiv Khandelwal, Sarah Wille
U Grade 4 0 Grade 5: Leandena Dankese, Sabrina Zhang

Spring Fling Tickets Now on Sale!
Friday, April 9%, 6:30-8:30pm

On April 9" from 6:30-8:30 PM, the Bridge PTA will host its popular community gathering. Order your tickets
today tothisfun-f i | | ed dancing and dessert party. Dondét del ay!
2", Order today and save $2.00 per ticket.

Parents. Spring Fling is a family evening, not a drop-off event. Parents must accompany their children and be responsible for them at
the event. This will ensure a safe and fun event for all attendees. Thanks. Questions? Please contact Justine Wirtanen at
jwirtanen@verizon.net or Laura Schroeder at Ischroeder73@verizon.net.

On Tickets: $5.50 in advance, $7.50 at the door, children under 2 free. One admission ticket receives 3 dessert vouchers. Pick up
vouchers upon arrival. Financial assistance available, contact Dr. Reitman at jreitman@sch.ci.lexington.ma.us.

SPRING FLING TICKET ORDER FORM
$5.50 advance ticket, $7.50 at the door, children under 2 free. One admission ticket receives 3 dessert vouchers. Pick up vouchers
upon arrival at the event. Financial assistance available; contact Dr. Reitman.

Family Name: Phone:

Phone/Email:

# Tickets
X $550=9% Total
Yes! I can volunteer!

Name:

Email:

Please make checks payable to the "Bridge School PTA." Write "Spring Fling" on the notes line, and return check and order form to
the Spring Fling box on the PTA table or mail to: Bridge School, 55 Middleby Rd., Lexington, MA 02421, Attn: Spring Fling
Coordinator by April 2™. Thank you!
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